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The
watch
industry

has gore through mare
Ups and dons in the
last Frour decades than at
arwy tirme in its frve-cien
tury history. The lapa
niese quartz anslasght
nearly killed the Eure
pean walch ndusting in
the 19708, Lill the Svss,
with the help of same
snart watchimakers
arvd marketing wizards,
fought back by creating
a miEey manket for their
mechanical watchies at
the tep end called the
Uy segrient’ of the
watch rmarket fand af
coamse at the ko end
as well with Michalas
Hayek's ecanamical
ared cheerful quartz
Basesd] Svarch walches)
Thiraugh cantinuaus in
needtian, the lusury and
sugner lusury machanica
walch markel has snce
i panced exponentiaty,
a process thal seemsz i
reversibale, At least n the
nearer Lefm. But at the
sarne time, the quartz
walchmakess bave pros
pered oo, & pesiad of
red ative cadm has ance
aciair refumed a the
industry. Here we profile
carmiE i thee smeEn w0
b bty fetponsibe
fowr the transformation of
the madern tmepiece
arwd the marke? for it
drxce the 19805, This is
Nt an exhavstive list
bt an inclusive ore

NICOLAS G
HAYEK

Mlcolas G Hayek, who passed
away a lew morths agoin
Farress al the ape ol 82, 2
regardhed as the father of the
mcdern Swiss watc hmaking
irdustry, the man wha single
hancledy resived an indus
try wahich was almast given
i for desd after the assaule
Frgar Chieapar Mo edsa-
ke Cuart watc s in the
1a70s. A Swiss of Lebanase
clascant, he spent The Arst
Thirky wears of his woarking
life a4 & mansgemem con-
sniltant. Im the sarly 16808 he
wias asked by a banker friend
to heedp in the sale af two bag
ailing &aiss watch compa-
rubes, AELIAD and S51H, ta
Selko Appalled that brands
lik CImega would go out of
thee hands of the Sestss Jancd
thez B thiat KSLIAG a5

owmed ETA snd Mrvsrca-FAR,
Ehe= leaching Sywiss mamulac-
turer ol walch movements
ard camponents] Havek
merged the twa, reramed
the new enbity SkH and

bought the cantrelling stake.

Simultansausty, he asked
e ETA engineers ta craate
A chenp SWiss guiarte walch
Theey craated are with just
51 parts [as Lomgared o the
157 in Japars=se watchas),
Fauresd thesmy imcolouriul
plastic casey sndd calbed them
Syaateh (afber Swiss walch)
They sald far less than 550,
chezaper than anything the
lapanese coukd make. They
were an avernight success
vl clwabdiee In 1983, Bhee first
waar irselt, 1.1 millicon af them
wiera sold. Swatch halpad
Feyive e warchmaking

arvd made Haysk a power-
hause, Chver the Rl Dy de-
catdes The billionsre Hapsk
transformed himsclfinbo &
consurnmate watchmaker
(hie used to wecar bwsa and
thewe watchas a1 & fime an
his o wrists), and tans
Farmeed the oroap (1 was
rerarmed Saarch Groug in
PO bt the o led's largeest
warhmaker wiTh as many
13 af he leaching watch
brands i its stabds, includ-
irey Crmega, Blancpain, Bado,
Longnes, Certira, Hamiton,
Tizsat, Brequet and Balmam.
Last wear Swatch Group
marufacbured more than
1.2 billion watches, ard its
campanent and mosement
making subsidiaries keap
the Swiss watchmaking
|rvasIry ruming
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GEORGE
DANIELS

The Bd=year okl Georms
Danials, corsidensd by mangy
ars Che grastest Fying war-
T Beeer, Cresaned) thye Co-Axial
Escapement, which salwesd

& problem that b Baifed
weatchimaker s fr SO0 s —
thie prablemn of bncation.
Yet, for more than 20 wears,
he did nat fird amy buyers. .
tll Omega da brand bie has
heen assaciated with For puar
50 ymars] cecided to indus
iriadiss e brsseaiicn im 1955,
e ol his pockat watches

— e atred by The great
Arnay an colleotos, Esmaird
Bradley Marmin, arsd salcl

a1 Sathieby's e Yook for
E205 0k imy 2002 — woas el
[z riad g1 e Boy sl Obsesryva-
oy at Greenveich im 1980, It
proved b be 5o scourste that
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it earnzd him the prestgious
Tompian Medal, anly the fidth
person (at that time) b be
glean this bamaloogical asard.
In bils awtobiography, Allin
Giead Tirme, the Enaglishiman
wirites abaut how he leaimit
watchrmakingg; "l vwas 23 pears
ald, , Adver ok each Win-
elay, Wednesclay and Fricksg |
ot by b e Uhee i, bl
v clinrvsr send then et aff
@l ol o Tool 1o cabch Lhe
tubte train fram Edgware ta
hnpel. Wiork started at 700
pm ardd finished &t 930 pm
when it vaas back to the tube
train ared returm ba Edgueana”
Mot surprisinoly, he topped
thwe class and was awarded a
Fedlora=hip af Britan's Hara-
Tl Insqinune (ol wlvich b
anay b= amee a Charman|
Draniels, wha has plaged with
wakihey smoe the age ol

Frves, o o ol e Bewy v
wiabibrakers whe can creals
a com@lete watch, incuding
thie case ard dial, by hand.

Wy
L]

JACK
HEUER

Jack Heuer ia the man be-
Frined The= hisbor Tag Feus
wiatchies bike the Carera,
floneco, Sihverstone Marea,
Chronosplit Manhattan
CHAT, Doy enna ard many
others. He was barm in 1937
in Beme, dwitredard, the
gprsal-granclsen of Edasand
Hetier, dhe Tourders of rhss
CoHmpEny ney Called TAG-
Hetier. He jeined the family
buginess in M50 snd was
irstrurme=ntal in pushing

Far the devslopment of
thez veoeld's first sutomabc
chronograph, which was
launched n 1552 In that
sami weat, Heuer Leonidas
(the narme of the compang
theen| became ane of the first
P AUamEbive: Sponsors
n the Farmmiila O recing

circuit. in 1971, he started
awery close and sucooss-

ful texchinical co- operation
wiith Ferrarim Fanmaula O,
whikch lasted nirs yaars and
sealed TAG:Heuer's position
inthe high technalogy
aura-racing fekl, Heussr was

ans of tha first few
P 1o anlicipane the
eI enic e ali-
tion sl evtrcsdiesesd
walches such as the
Microbimer {in 15668],
& horwi-cast liming in-
3 Irlirme=nil measiunng
wup to 1/1000th of a
seroa e snd The ACIT
(1%}, an Aubormabc
Car ldertificatian
and Timing systam
which applied the
principde of patting
a o ermithan on
ey F Car fo alkw
for precise timing,
lag counting and
car cletific atkan.
This systerr, alkwsil
modified and improved, =
basically still the one wsed
by TG-Hewer taday imits
F1 timekeeping. Since 2001,
Heuer has bean serying as
the Homarary Chalnman of
120 Heuar.

KEN]JI
SHIOHARA

Kong Shiohara, 52, works

a5 3 mashar craftsman

wilh Ssko, which oams the
arihy veatchmaking facilivg

m Lapar ln 1979 he won

the Weoald Skills Champron-
ship for his watchmaking

talent. im the md-2000s,

Shichara's passian far the

dewelapment of Seika's
traclitianal watchmaking
skills paved the vy for

thie creabian of its world
famicds Micra Artist Shudio
wihlch o specialises in
e rrsan Ut e e ol iTs spe-
chali e weatches, e lipd-
i s b st kncdan Spong
Coriness miatchess, The Crestdon
Sormerie v e sarlies
misterpiece o oomie out
of the stukdio, featured &7
campanents and is built
on the base of $pring Cnve
mvement TH sankes with
its glide-moticn hards

O thie Spring Dreee move
rsent 5 ackdex] the so e
i, wlhich has ins separate
Barrel, ensuring that this
irvad Fani s has mgee than
A hours ol posesr reyers,
The= sapmeres mec harism
P am B strdingg M
b ared is Bukt aroursd

a typical Japaness hang-
ing bell sound. In 2006,
Shichara won the Medal
with Yeliow Ribhion, ans
of fapan's hiphest civllan
eairaalir s

THOMAS
PRESCHER

Thames Prescher, 44, degs|-
aped The wold's Best Mying
double-sxis takillen in s
okt wialch i 2008 arwd
the wearkd's first fhang dow-
tle-axis tourbdlon with con-
stant foroe in the caniage

in 2 wristwabeh in 7004, The
kil turmG arcind T
awers, binth of which ratate
ance par minute, 1§ powsred
bty mesnon o, & spesial
Comstart=Torce e hanism
crpated w0 as o egqunlise the
el of & woursd snd ure
weaund maindgring, Bickian,
snd graatation. Presches
entered the German Navy at
the sge of 19 and fmished at
the rarik of captan bedfore
plunaing full tme into
sbuclying watchmaking. His
first pab was a ans-and-a
halfyaar stay ar Audemars

Piguet’s Germnan service
ceniter, which was fallowed
b fowr years st Gabelin lab
n Lucerrse, Switmerlamd,
whers he spedalissd in thae
restoration of antigue and

WALTER
LANGE

A Lange B 3ahne was
foursded i 1245 by Ferdi
naied Lange in Glashaicne
tham thss oradle of Gasmnam
walchrakineg, 10 was shin
diorwan at the aped of Woeelo
War Il by thes RBusssans who
axprogriated the property
Followmirig the collapas of
comamunist East Gemnaney,
the comgpany and the brand
was revived in 1950 by the
founder's grandson Walber
Lange, naw 24, with firancial
suppart from watchmalkes
Gilinther Blilmlain, the then
heacl af laecper Lelaidre

sovd Inlermstional Watch

Co (W] Iy s tham Less
decades he transfoomed the
coimpany inko one of the
waorki's great luxury watch
brands. Lange unveiled its
first range af watches in
1%l — the Icanks me
chiamical wristwatch Lange

T B e W sl Impoestant,

complicated watches, and
marafactuning of custom-
made timepeeces. & while
Eick, Froschss, wiha has
displaged a marked prodies
i for camiplicated time
paca, g lach T e s
first Drigale Fais pogirbillicn
requularar wristveatch, These
days he makes apd sells
Fighly spediahsed dedigner
‘wrakchies through bis Tesarm,
Sl Lretlarud-bassd company
Thomas Prescher Haute
Harlegerie. The watches,
which feature smgle, double
and tiiple axis tourillon, are
e far the connoksau
with pirlces ranging from
A3 hkh o Bs 2 crars,

lakireg an eslablishesd
Symisa gianils bke Pabek
Philippe ard Wacheran
Constanting, becoming
a symbal of Germany's
natianal pricke. Lange's
moement cesion and
dacaratian daesn'i

e Dypakcal Swiss
toatuires: jisiaad,

i Nauins specs like
thres-guarter plates
arvd serewed gold
chatons. His walches ars
e ribed s mone “suitee®
than the watches produce:d
by comparable Swiss firms

A Lange & Schne is now part
of the Richemant group,
whioda oiher brancs imchada
Paneral, Cartier, Van Cleef

& Arpels, lneger-dlelaultra
W, ared Mol
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JEAN CLAUDE
BIVER

Jezini- Claicle Biver, the CEG
off Fublal 54, ksl bis kills
first ab Audernar s Figuel and
ther at Cirvegpa o 1981, i an
midlacious e, Bhe &1 -pear
ald teamed up wath friend
Iscques I'-'lguu1 b0 by Ehe
aldest, but vrtually dead
Saias watch brandd Blan:
pain. This was iman era whan
thie wrarkd hael rmowed away
fram e hanical watches ta

Hublat King

ernbrsce Fe new Lachnal-
ogy of quartz. Breer creabed
thie Fuistaric ad line: "Sance
1735 there has never beon &
quartz Elancpain watch, And
thane rever will ba' It wasa
lomdked statemnent irwok

ing the great mythalogy of
Suis s waatc hamiaking,
Irpdyireg its Classiness
aned legance o

the upstart culture of
uarte. It was s brdlianl
mstkeing 3 lrabeiry.
Maechanical watches
sudidendy became a
status symbsal and
those who could afford
thermn were preparad ba
P @ ErEMRIM 0 oET
g, Cver the rext
dacade, the strategy
el it st Blanc-
i bal the antire
Swals e watch sty

I Bhe parky 1950,
Biwer sl Blarspain

te Mic halas Havek of e
‘parabch group. As @ board
member b helped reve
the group’s other margquee
Iy brand Omesa in late
003, b quit to became
thee CHED ot Hubilet, a lichs
krewm comipany which

was kv imwaich circles
Fon oAb g Diceary gaolol
watches with naser straps
| srnphass ondedgn ard
use afl unusual combinations
likes gyeed weith 2 eramic, Lita-
riurn and red gald and even
magnesum and itanium led
o a ten-fokd morease in ssles
i less than fiee years. Hublod
Bk Bareg wiatches are noy
considered to b amang the
best designed watchesin
phs= eolcl, Huiblat was taksan
e By LV, the Frenoh
|yt graig, while Biver
slayec] onps the CEC

ROGER
SMITH

Thee A0 -wear-ald R

W Smith, & winner al the
Bronize Mledal of thee Britich
Horalooicsl Inslitules in
1909 {awesrched B e mast
pailsLanching gracdualing
student of ary gven year,
mizde a tourbdlon poclet
watch at 22, and scught
thee lependary watch-
miaker Gaonge Dandel’s
ppinianon it After some
canginsctive criticism and
e o iragerme froms Dan
jelg, he jaired W at the
|&be of Polan anel Bregan his
ik a amther Ol — 5
walch thal was compheledy
firshed by 1997 arsd won
kel P Caniels, whs
after a few months book
Smuth an baard ta creats
50 oo-axal escapement
wirtc hies for Dmega. Smith
tasn't leaked back since
then, rar come back —
hez rums his handmada

ROLF
SCHNYDER

Rodf schimpden, 75, toak awer
Litysse Mardin in 1883, at a
Tinwe Wi Thse Corm pany,
trackticnally ko far
Frarine ChidrDinaiars, wWas
getting hamenered die o
1he quarks revalution., Schng-
der's comeback strategy was
wimale — marnuilaciure &
breakthrough praduct. The
wall chock &stralabium in
Jarg Spanng's workshop n
Lucerne, Switzerland cawghit
Lohimpder’s attantion, and
pravided the inspiration

fou the creatian of a famous
aviclwatsh of that nans

walchmaking business
Roger W Smith — from
i Isles. The man wh s
Enownnot o make mars
an 13 watchias a year is
ronsicdered an harlogical
wirnsgsa and his Serjes 2
b o wranchpes — wihicse
v menis baasnaf
[roated snd gikded platss
in the English iyle, argd
whose pEwsely are e in
gald chatans - truly
represerits the revival of
English watchmaking.

The Mifke nrium Waich

i rmaim aide in the project
was Or Ludwig Dedhilin —
histarian, mventor and mas-
ter wakchmaker. Tagether
they propelied Ulysse Mardn
Iirita the hieeclagical hall af
famse waith thie rewalution
ary Astralabium Calileo
adiled wehilch wias na e
Ery 1 Gaiininess Bocd of
Wil ol Bacards in 1980 a5
thee ol s moost furticnal
wiatch and ransiar mesd
Wkgsse Mardin into one of 1he
ol s Bresd Known huxury
watch manufzcturers. Two
ather astronomical watches
folloraed: thie Planetanum
Copernicus (1985 and the
Felluwiumm Jahannes Ko pha
(1993 The thres piece s can
stigwie what the birand calls
Thee Trilogry o1 T

MAXIMILIAN
BUSSER

Whien flas Buseesr, of
German-Swiss and Indisn
heritage, was head hunted
fram le=ger-LeCoulbne

to hiead Harmy Winstbam's
watch divisian he was just
30 arvd this Com@any was

an the verge of qoaing belly
up. Busser averhauled the
supphy chain and turmed
e weakmess of Beirg a
brnited-autlat retailar into

a marketing strength by
SOnaSsing Thee ranity of its

e, LIsdey his e
Harry Wirstonm laurghed
e s Seriees — Che
Cpuas 1 ywas f resanance
chirarmelbsr devimed by
thie wslchemaker Francais-
Paul Jearne, 1L created 4
skir far its unprecedented
techinadagy and innovatian
as an Haute Hoologerie
project. When Busser laft
Harry Winstam in 2005 1o
fuired his cam company,
Max Bussar and
Frigieds (IWB B F)L the
whatc h gesisian hadd
;|||,:-'.h||1||_|||'| e
g oy o B0
sl reyveraies bacd
tize=n len Told. MBEF
procluces limiled
editions af highily
nrivabwe watches,
which Biisser

ralls Haralogical
Machires. Horo
lagical Maching 1
IGr examgl e, hias
T arverkaging
circuilan faces for
e aned hosirs,
ancd a taurbillan
cacge mspivesd by
LFye bt -ae ol 4
lapanese Manga
hezwro. Buisser waorks with
sl of thee warld ‘s most
talienbed horol ogists and
inclapendant watchmakers
anel W18 B F 15 seen by many
to b a small bt utapian
COMIPIT,

VINCENT
CALABRESE

Thez 67 -peai-a bd Wincant
Calabrese, wha has ra
[earnal rainirg in walchmak
ine id b=t krovwn as the
crealor ol Corum' Gobden
Hridige watch. This watch
derived its rame fromoks
manually wound movement,
which placad the wind

N works, geinag train and
escapement ina stralghte
ling, mounted ana single
Grigge made e 18 karat
godkdl. Dhsplayesd ina unicue
case with sapphire crystab
an bBodh sces this marve]
affered collectars snexhib-
lica rsremend ke sy
ather. Twa years aga, Swatch
group’s Blancpain acquired
vica Sarl, the company that
awned the Vimcent Cala-

e se birand of waiches

LUDWIG
OECHSLIN

IFAGH SChaencker, The oy
af Liyase Mlarding was the
i with thes clieaim 1o
take the hirm ta the highest
levasly ol walchmaking, D
Lisidwiig D bsling 58, was
1Fves s with Ehes chops Lo
turm thie vistar i reality
a5 the crestive head af
Ulysse Mardin. Oechslin

15 the creaton of sl Ulysse
Mardin's Trilogy af Time
masterpiaces: the Astra
labdum Galileo Calile,
tha Tellgiians ohammes

)

Calabsesa had 5 riajor rale
o play in clesigning Blam-
pain's firsn Mg tourdillen
i e B0, Fe s one of
the Towrdding members of
the Smiza-based A sdemie
Hotlogere Des Createurs
Independents, which was
created in 1984 b promohe
manual snd artistic watch-
making and craftsmanship

Eepler ard the Planetanum
Coperricus — wabtchies
created inthe 205 and 905,
He also designed the watch
that bpars his nama, the
Parpatual Ludwig, the anty
perpetual Calendan watch
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wthikch can b st Brwand
ar bakwand psing anly e
wirding coowen, 0 s said the
Malian-barm Dechslin cams
1 watchmaking tus: one
day, while visiting a small
shop, hie spatbed a minute
repeater wnstwatch. He
aartead it bt b could nat
afferd i1, 50 he determined
that he wioauld learn b basikd
ane himseif, & veritable
Ramaicsancs maih b stigdiacd
philasoply, archeckagy,
amcient st ¥, AR DIy,
thearetical phiysics and
ek al Ehe Universabies of
Basel and Berne in Ger-
mary, Dechalin doein'l dee
compleeity as an end mitself
a wiew Ehak nuns cordrary
o mainstream thinking in
Sl a5 v tchirmaking. His
prkarites are functianalicy
pracesam and rediability, His
Belinyas the fewer pledes in
a wierk, the grester s yalue
as a complex medhanism
Chec bl bvas L bvesgd s
owyn brard, Db und sirioar,
e ey sgo. and Fis late
collaboration with L ysss
Blardin is the Moonstrack,
a fallow up to the Tilogy
af Time senes, a watch that
chearly presents onenta-
fiam o thee earth, sun, and
mann, and s adailable in
e godd and platnum
L [
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