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A
fter many years masterin g the intricacies of corporate 

wat chmaking, Maxirruhan Busser, the former man aginp, director 

of the iconic Harry Winston Rare Tim epi ece s ope ratIOn, 

shrugged offhis chains and started a rebellion. 

A rebellion called, int er estingly, MH &: Frien ds . Hilled as "an artisti c 

and micro - engineering co ncept lab oratory in which ch anging collectives 

of independe nt horological p rofessional s arc asse mbled each year to 

craft ra dical horological machines ," MB &: Friends combine higb - quulity 

wat chmaking traditions with bo ld tech nolog y and avan t-gar de design. 

Passionate pr ofess ionals all, the y are dedi cated to brin ging totally 

original timekeepin g con cept... to life: innovative, thrcc - di mcnsionul 

haute horlogcri c, world -premier e coinp licutiuns, and superb fll1ish 

and qutllity - in exclus ive limited edition models. They re spect trnrlitinn 

without allowing themselves to b bound hy it. 

MB & Friends has rrcn eel . urlncious proj ects th at are crea ting 

profou nrl ripples in thr' horological world. A growing brood of 

complica ted watches are pushing the bounda ries oftimep iece 

techn ology, sta rting with the firs t watch from the brund - the HMI 

or Horological Machine 1. 

Featuring a tourbillion und u seven - rlay power reserve , thI' II M1 was 

conceptualised by BLi sser. designed by former architrx-t, Er ic Giraud , 

and W ,I S built by movement ensinC'r'rs Lau rent Rf'SSf' and Pete r Spe ake­

Marin. So ('xciting W.:l S the design, all 30 of the first year 's plann ed 

pr oduction run were pre- sold to six ret ailers around the world. 

And now ther e is th e spe ctacular H orological Machine 2 . Maximilian 

Busser was recently in Hong Kong to pre sent his lutc st crcut ion , 

and spoke to REV* LUTION. 

OUR COA I TO LAUNCH W WAlCH F.'I y A~, rTH" HE 

r.40VEMENT. ARE YOU ACCOMPLISH I G TH ? 

For the time bein g, yes. In 20 07 we launched the Horological Machine 

I , and we produced 30 watch es, all sold . That was more difficult thun I 

thought. We had pr oblems with the sub - co ntr ac tors, but it 's don e. The 

watc h is here. and you can see it on the wri st of amateurs. We are now 

launching the Jlorological Ma chine 2 in 2008 , and the fir st watc hes will 

be delivered at the end of March . I've already seen the prototyp es of the 

Horological Machin e 3 and we plan to laun ch soon the first s tudies for 

number four, which is planned for 2010 . 

In regions like western Europe and the United State s, they sec these 

watch es as overly complicated. There, nobody dares to wear watc hes hke 

that. They pr efer clas sical , traditional timepieces. In Asia, it 's a totally 

di fferent story. Here , collecto rs are bold er and like very spec ial, un ique 

cr eation s. I 've curren tly six points o f sale for mywatches in thi s part of th e 

world and only one in Europe and one in the United States. All the others 

are either in Asia or in th e Middle East . 

THRI:E Y AFIS ON 00 VOU CRET RESICNINC FRO,,", SUCH A ue [ 5 5 . U 

o (RAfIO AS RR WINSTO 

Not a t aIL It was sometimes difficult . I was afraid at one time I did no t 

have en ough money to survive, but Jwas able to count on the nd elity and 

the financial support of the retailers , who paid in advan ce 35 percent of 

the pri ce of Horological Ma chine J , after having only see n the prototyp e, 

which showed their commitment. 

But now all th ese problem s - the usual problems of any young 

CO lll p~ny - are behind me and I ca n focu s on what I like best : creating, 

producing and s Illng exceptional watches, with compl te liberty, in a 

sma ll and flexible str ucture. 

SO rOPL H '1/ CALLEO YOUR ORO OGle AI..MACHI 2 PURE WATC 

PO • GIVE ITS OBSCURE "lECHAH ICAL I 1'40 ATIONS.
 

As you can see, th e Horological Machine 2 is a completely different
 

wat ch , with nn iconocla stic case, which looks like a "ste am punk watch",
 

as one of my friends said . O n the left dial, you have a re trog ra de date and
 

bi- jicmi sphcr c moon ph ase. O n the right dial, you fmd jumping hours
 

and concentnc retrograde minutes.
 

I design ed the wa tc h myself, th e case is pr oduce d by Ch atel a in, the 

m ovem ent was designed byJean - Marc Wied errecht, an exceprional 

watchm aker, who has ju st won the Gr and Pr ix de I' Horlogeri c award in 

Ge neva - and po wered by a Girard - Perregaux oscillator and gea r tra in. 

I think it 's the most complicated case ever produced for a wat ch . 

It has m or e than 100 com ponen ts , and n early 350 components for 

the movem ent, which all fitperfectly int o th e case , which is very 

imp ortant to me. 

Th e look of the watc h was inspired by the Mec cano sets of my 

childhood . As with the Horological Machin e 1, it' s a limited edi tio n model 

of125 pi eces in whi te gold/titanium and 125 in red gold/ ritani urn, to be 

deliver ed over three years . But even befor e that hap pen s, I 'J! meet the 

people of! long Kong to show th em Hor ological Machine 3. Trust me, 

it will surprise you. * 


